
TY News / Hadashot 

October 2021 Tishri/Cheshvan 5782 

 

Services 

Kabbalat Shabbat  

Friday, October 1st, 15th, 22nd & 29th from 5:45 PM – 6:30 PM *Zoom only* 

Friday Night Live with the Temple Band (see attached flyer) – No dinner to follow 

Friday, October 8th at 5:45 PM – 6:30 PM *In Person only* 

(TGIS) Thank G-d its Shabbat Family Service at Temple Garden (see attached flyer) 

Friday, October 15h from 5:00 PM – 5:30 PM *In Person only* 

Morning Shabbat  

Saturday, October 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th at 9:30 AM * In Person & via Zoom* 

Hayley Pezza’s Bat Mitzvah  

Saturday, October 9th at 5:30 PM *In Person only* 

Tuesday Minyan 

Tuesday, October 5th, 12th 19th & 26th at 5:30 PM *Zoom only*      

*Please note there is no longer a Welcome Shabbat on Friday nights at 5:30 PM* 

Temple Events 

Sisterhood Brunch (see attached flyer) 

Sunday, October 3rd at 12:30 PM 

Men’s Club Game Night (see attached flyer) 

Monday, October 4th from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Take Home Shabbat Dinner 

Friday, October 15th – flyer with menu & pricing coming soon! 

Sprouts Program: Abraham & Sarah: Mitzvah of Welcoming Guests  

Sunday, October 24th at 9:30 AM 

Corn Maze & Pumpkin Picking Event at Spring Hill Sugar House (see attached flyer) 

Sunday, October 24th at 1:30 PM  

 

 



Shalom Chevrei Friends, 
Shanah Tovah, the new year 5782 has finally begun! Yashar Koach to all of the 

people who made these the highest of holidays. I want to especially thank our 

Hazan David Wasser for carrying us through the multitude of prayers and songs 

with incredible strength, stamina, and inspiration. Thank you, Angela Libman, for 

your angelic vocals and Jonathan Finkle for your spiritual keyboard stylings. Thank 

you to our Torah and Haftarah readers and thank you to our ushers and Elaine for the delicious 

break the fast meal.  Thank you to our building and grounds caretaker Josh Ritz who wears so 

many hats including chef, sukkah builder, sound tech, and camera man.  

It truly feels like we are back now. Seeing everyone and hearing your voices at High Holiday 

services, schmoozing and noshing at the barbeque and first day of school, eating pizza in the hut, 

shaking the lulav, and dancing with the Torah. The reason we have so many intensely spiritual and 

physical holidays in the first month of the new year is to help set us up for a Shana Tova, a good 

year, in the same way that a wedding helps set a couple up for a good life together.  

Shavuot (in Spring) when we receive the Torah is like the engagement between heaven and earth, 

between G-d and the Jewish people. Tisha B’Av the destruction of the Temple (in Summer) is 

when we realize how fragile this engagement is. Rosh Hashanah is when we begin to make amends 

after straying from our beloved. Yom Kippur is the day of the wedding (people fast, wear white 

and say confession on their wedding day). On Yom Kippur our higher self (the soul) becomes 

married to our earthly selves. Sukkot is the chuppah (marriage canopy) a time of further unification 

between us and all of the creatures of the earth in every direction. Just as the bride circles around 

the groom seven times, the sun and moon circle around the roof of the sukkah 7 times. Shemini 

Atzeret is when the couple leaves the chuppah and goes inside (yichud) to physically and spiritually 

become one. And Simchat Torah is when the couple emerges and everyone goes wild with circle 

dancing around the bride and groom. We dance with and kiss the Torah because she is our 

connection to the Holy One. We hold onto the earthly side representing Mother Earth. The Holy 

One is holding onto the heavenly side. On Simchat Torah the communal circle dancing weaves 

together body and soul in a way that will last for the rest of the year. On Simchat Torah we finish 

reading the Torah and then roll it back to the beginning to start all over again. The last letter in the 

Torah is Lamed and the first letter is Bet. Together they spell Lev which means heart. This entire 

high holiday cycle is here to increase and strengthen the heart and the love of our people for G-d 

in a way that will carry us through the rest of the year.  

Now that the new year is officially here, it is time for us to look back at our wedding vows. During 

those Days of Awe, what did you commit to doing to improve your relationships with others and 

with G-d? How can you begin to fulfill that commitment in a real way? How are you already doing 

that work today? On Rosh Hashanah, I spoke about how this year is the Shmita year, when the 

land is given Shabbat and all debts are to be released. I also spoke about the urgency for us to 

respond to the Climate Crisis. On Yom Kippur, I spoke about the Pixar movie Soul, and how we 

are tasked with many missions from G-d each day. Even the most mundane parts of our lives are a 

part of fulfilling those missions. Each day of life is a miracle and the greatest gift. Now that the Days 

of Awe are over, it is time to begin the real work of the High Holidays. As the saying goes, “What 

you do between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is important, but it’s even more important how 

you act and live from Yom Kippur to Rosh Hashanah!” 

Shanah Tovah – let’s make 5782 a really good year!    

Rabbi Philmus 

Services/Events 
 

Friday Night 

Live (FNL) 

Service with the 

Temple Band 

Friday, October 

8th; 5:45 pm – 6:30 

pm. Musical 

service with the 

TTY band. In 

Person only.  No 

dinner to follow. 

Hayley Pezza’s 

Bat Mitzvah  

Saturday, October 

9th at 5:30 PM.   In 

Person only. 

TGIS Thank G-d 

its Shabbat 

Family Service 

at Temple 

Garden 

Friday, October 

15th; 5:00 pm – 

5:30 pm. In Person 

only.  

Sisterhood 

Brunch 

Sunday, October 

3rd at 12:30 PM. 

See attached flyer. 

Men’s Club 

Game Night  

Monday, October 

4th from 6:00 PM - 

8:00 PM 

Table tennis & 

card games.  See 

attached flyer. 

Take Home 

Shabbat Dinner  

Friday, October 

15th   Mark your 

calendars.  Flyer 

coming soon! 

Sprouts 

Program:  

Abraham & 

Sarah:  Mitzvah 

of Welcoming 

Guests 

Sunday, October 

24th at 9:30 AM 

Corn Maze & 

Pumpkin 

Picking Event at 

Spring Hill 

Sugar House 

Sunday, October 

24th at 1:30 PM.  

See attached flyer. 

 

 



Shalom Fellow Congregants,  
We hope you enjoyed this year’s High Holiday Services.   It was wonderful to have the sanctuary filled 

with congregants, even if it was only partially filled.  The sanctuary was expanded with the opening of the 

moveable wall into the social hall.  There was plenty of space for those attending to socially distance.  The 

majority of our congregants viewed from home.  With services accessible on various internet sites, we 

were viewed by family members of our congregants who could not celebrate the High Holidays together.  

Our children’s services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur had great attendance.  It was heartwarming 

to see our synagogue filled with congregants of all ages. 

This school year, classes for our Cohen Religious school are in person.  By resuming in person learning, even though face 

coverings are required, our enrollment has significantly increased this year over that of the previous year.  In fact, our 

student population is higher this year than in the past several years.   The school has resumed its normal 3-hour sessions.   

We are using the library and the Chapel for classrooms in order for the students to have the required social distancing.   

Our students did a fantastic job decorating the Sukkah.  It is great to see the Temple bustling again on Sunday mornings 

with the resumption of in person classes. 
Our Kol Nidre Appeal is ongoing.  We are fortunate to have a donor that will match dollar for dollar the Kol Nidre 

donations received by the Temple on or before December 31, 2021.  Last year, we raised $24,000.00.  This year we will 

do better with your generous support.  The challenges of COVID have had a negative impact on Torat Yisrael’s finances.   

We have reduced our expenses where possible, but our operating deficit has increased.  We have not been able to hold 

the fund-raising events upon which we rely for additional income.  We are reluctant to plan any indoor fund raisers at this 

time.  Since our dues are not sufficient to cover our operating expenses.  we rely upon your charitable donations in 

addition to the dues.   This year we need your financial support more than ever.  Please contribute as liberally as you can.  

With your help, Torat Yisrael will continue to remain a strong and vibrant synagogue.   

Temple Torat Yisrael is your synagogue.  Your membership in Torat Yisrael is vital to its survival.  This pandemic will be 

conquered and fade into history.   Judaism has survived slavery, wars, the holocaust.  It will survive COVID.  With your 

financial support, Torat Yisrael will survive.   Please mail your donation to the Temple or call the office to have your 

donation charged to a credit card or click the “Donate” button on the Temple’s website, “toratyisrael.org”.  Torat Yisrael 

is supported by you.  Please be as generous as you can.  Hashem will take notice and the feeling and self-satisfaction of 

contributing to your synagogue is priceless.  On behalf of all the officers and Board of Trustees, I thank you for your 

continued generous support. 

Business is not as usual.  We are returning to some normalcy, but still need to adjust to a new way of life by working 

remotely from home, restricting our social in person contacts, and wearing new face attire when we leave our home.  We 

yearn for the return of the good old days when we could travel anywhere we desired.  In the meantime, Torat Yisrael 

continues to provide the religious and social activities that are the fabric of our Torat Yisrael community. 

Shalom 

 

Andrew G. Sholes 

Torat Yisrael’s Cohen School 
We had a fantastic first day on September 12th. It was wonderful to see everyone and have the 

chance to learn together in person. Thank you to everyone for your patience at drop off and for 

adhering to the Covid guidelines. We are excited to announce that we have almost 50 students 

registered in the school - the highest number in many years! 

In addition to exploring the holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, all classes made Sukkah decorations and 

hung them in the temple sukkah. We also partnered with the Temple Sisterhood who hung some of our 

decorations in the Tamarisk Assisted Living sukkah. What a wonderful mitzvah to help our Jewish elders celebrate 

the holiday! Students also enjoyed a special Rosh Hashanah snack of apples and honey.  



On Sunday September 26th, Rabbi Philmus led the students in a Sukkah program where they each had a chance to 

shake the lulav and etrog and learn about the holiday of Sukkot and made edible sukkahs for snack. The first Pre- K 

Sprouts program, taught by Leah Ross-Coke and Rabbi Philmus was on September 26th, and focused on the holiday 

of Sukkot. 

Over the next month, grades 2-5 teachers will be testing the Hebrew levels of the students. It will take a little bit 

to figure out where the student’s skill levels are in Aleph Champ. Kindergarten/First grade will begin to work on 

recognition and sounds of the Hebrew letters. Grades 6/7 will practice their Hebrew decoding skills to prepare for 

more challenging prayers. 

All teachers will also be evaluating the students' Tefillah knowledge so that we can begin our new prayer 

curriculum. It is imperative that we understand our individual class "starting points". Our plan is to eventually, when 

it is safe to do so, to have all school Tefillah in the main sanctuary and each class will lead specific prayers that they 

are practicing in their classrooms. 

Masks are mandatory inside the building.  However, starting the first Sunday in October 2021, face coverings will 

not be required while the students are outside the building.   We are constantly reviewing our mask wearing 

policy, and will update you of any additional changes.   

Parents are reminded to complete a quick health assessment of their children every Sunday morning and to not 

send any children that have cold or flu-like symptoms to school. We will have extra masks and hand sanitizer 

available. Parents are required to inform Dori if a member of the family has tested positive for Covid in order to 

safely notify other families. No names will be given in the notification.  

We are all looking forward to a fabulous year of learning and exploring Jewish holidays, traditions and prayers.  

Feel free to contact me at school@toratyisrael.org regarding school programs and policies.  

Librarian’s Corner 
An Observant Wife:  A Novel by Naomi Ragen 

From the joy of their wedding day surrounded by supportive friends and family, Yaakov and Leah are 

soon plunged into the complex reality of their new lives together as Yaakov leaves his beloved yeshiva 

to work in the city, and Leah confronts the often-agonizing restrictions imposed by religious laws 

governing even the most intimate moments of their married lives. Adding to their difficulties is the 

hostility of some in the community who continue to view Leah as a dangerous interloper, questioning her sincerity and 

adherence to religious laws and spreading outrageous rumors.  

 

In the midst of their heartfelt attempts to reach a balance between their human needs and their spiritual obligations, the 

discovery of a secret, forbidden relationship between troubled teenage daughter, Shaindele and a local boy precipitates a 

maelstrom of life-changing consequences for all. 

Laura Steele 

Sisterhood  

Happy Fall!!! On behalf of the TTY Sisterhood board, Leah Ross-Coke & Marion Woolf 

(Co-Presidents), Anita Olinsky (Treasurer), Susan Gertsacov (Secretary) & myself, Judy 

Finkle (VP of Programming), we would like to welcome you all to a brand-new year of 

Sisterhood!!  We hope that your holidays were very healthy and joyous!  

On September 19th, the Sisterhood Volunteered at Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence in Warwick to help decorate 

their Sukkah. It was a beautiful afternoon for decorating a beautiful Sukkah! Temple Torat Yisrael Hebrew School 

children made the decorations, to make the Sukkah look colorful and festive. A big thank you to all that volunteered and 

made decorations.  

October 3 at 12:30 pm, we are having our kickoff event, a paid-up Membership Brunch with a program.  We hope 

you can join us!!  Please R.S.V.P. to ttysisterhood@gmail.com, if you are coming.  

mailto:school@toratyisrael.org


November 21 - Chanukah Party! Time & details to follow.  

November is also Winter Clothing Drive month - Please keep us in mind while cleaning out your closets.  Starting 

November 1st, you can start to drop off Winter items at Temple Torat Yisrael Sisterhood bin. Flyer with more 

information will be coming. Thank you for your donation and kindness.  

December 12 - Save the date - Knit, Crafts & Kvetch. 

Please join Sisterhood and send in your dues, $25 year + $5 for the Mitzvah fund. The Mitzvah Fund pays for 

the candlesticks for our Bat Mitzvah girls as well as items needed for our Temple's kitchen.  Bills will be coming out 

soon. Membership in Sisterhood & Men’s Club for five years also entitles your child to apply for the $5,000.00 Frederic 

G. & Lawrence G. Cohen College Scholarship. If you are a new member of Temple Torat Yisrael, your first year of dues 

to Sisterhood is free, so please come check us out! 

Please join our Temple Torat Yisrael Sisterhood Facebook Page 

Respectfully ~Judy Finkle Programing VP of Sisterhood - email Judy hotpinkjudy@yahoo.com with any new ideas  

Let’s Celebrate Hayley Pezza 
Hayley Pezza will be called to the Torah on October 9, 2021. In her Torah portion Noach, it is 

about Go Forth, which is exactly what my path leading to this day has been all about. In my life, I 

have learned that sometimes I need to go forth into unknown territory in order to really figure out 

who I am. This Torah portion is especially relevant to Hayley as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah. The 

transition to Jewish adulthood means that Hayley, too, will need to become more responsible for 

her own needs.  For her Bat-Mitzvah Project, Hayley will be singing to those who need spirit and healing.   In addition to 

her Bat Mitzvah project, Hayley likes to act, sing, and dance.  She attends Cole Middle School in East Greenwich, RI, 

where she also enjoys studying English.  Hayley is excited to celebrate this special occasion with her father, Gregory 

Pezza, her mother Melissa Pezza, her grandparents, Zach and Cindy Weintraub and Kathy and Joe Pezza, her siblings, 

Taylor & Zane, and also her aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.  The in-person celebration will begin at 5:30 PM. Mazal 

Tov to all!! 

Temple Torat Yisrael –Shabbat Take Home Dinner  
Mark your calendars!!  Torat Yisrael will be offering a Friday Shabbat Take Home Dinner on Friday, 

October 15th.  Be on the lookout for flyer with more details and pricing coming soon!!   

Kol Nidre Appeal 

Kol Nidre Appeal continues thru December 31, 2021.  An anonymous donor will match dollar for dollar every donation that is 

received by December 31, 2021.  We need financial assistance more than ever, so please contribute as liberally as you can.  Hashem 

will take notice and the feeling and self-satisfaction of contributing to your synagogue is priceless.  Please donate thru our website  

www.templetoratyisrael.org by clicking the donate button or you may mail a check to Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 Middle Road, 

East Greenwich, RI 02818. 

Bubbie’s Market 

Bubbie’s Market is now open and taking orders.  Please contact them directly at 401-272-4835 to place your order.  

Please be sure to mention that your order is to be filled for the October 14th delivery.  Someone from Men’s Club will 

be delivering to Temple on the second Thursday of each month.  Our first delivery will be on Thursday, October 14th 

from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  If you are unable to pick up your order on scheduled delivery date, it will be held here 

overnight at the Temple and you may pick it up the next day on Friday between the hours of 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM. 

mailto:hotpinkjudy@yahoo.com
http://www.templetoratyisrael.org/


In Our Torat Yisrael Family 
Mazal Tov to everyone celebrating a Birthday in October! 

Frank Antin, Lewis Antin, Hayley Pezza (13 years old), Eli Weisbord (18 years old), Alan Kaplan, Leah Ross-Coke, 

Jackson Gertsacov (16 years old), Julia Erickson (17 years old), William Erickson (17 years old), Coby Weisbord (11 

years old), Elinore McCance-Katz, Zev Pollard, (13 years old), Jake Evans (17 years old), Max Silverman, (16 years 

old), Steven Shapiro, Judith Silverman, Barbara Zenofsky, Dr. Abbot Laptook, Dylan Rush (8 years old), Marcia Slobin, 

Jacob Rush (11 years old) and Sarah Osofsky.  

Mazel Tov to everyone celebrating an Anniversary in October! Mr. Alan Silverman & Mrs. Bonnie Epstein-

Silverman (23 years), Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Picchione (18 years), Mr. & Mrs. Zinovy Goikhman (49 years) & Mr. & Mrs. Gary 

Siperstein. 

Our Torat Yisrael Community Acknowledges with Thanks the Following Generous 

September 2021Donations: 

GENERAL FUND 

In Memory of Mildred Beck 

-Evelyn & Alan Brier 

-Roberta & Barry Gilstein 

-Ruth Ross 

-Leah Ross-Coke 

-Andrew G. Sholes 

-Laura & Dale Steele 

In Memory of Samuel Brooks 

-Seymour Brooks 

In Memory of Phillip Davis 

-Marc & Helen Davis 

In Memory of Carole Goldman 

-Hyman Goldman 

In Memory of Edward Kagan 

-Mr. & Mrs. Larry Meyerson 

In Memory of Max Karetny 

-Barbara & Bill Karetny 

In Memory of Julius Langman 

-Marilyn & Michael Smith 

In Memory of Minnie Roggen 

- Barbara & Bill Karetny 

In Memory of Israel Ross 

-Ruth Ross 

-Leah Ross-Coke 

In Memory of Judith Sharpe 

-Leah Ross-Coke 

MYER GROSSMAN ENDOWMENT 

FUND 

In Memory of Mildred Beck 

-Alan & Anita Olinsky 

In Memory of Anna Grossman 

-Anita & Alan Olinsky 

In Memory of Maurice Grossman  

-Anita & Alan Olinsky 

In Memory of Judith Sharpe 

-Alan & Anita Olinsky 

JEROME J. KATZ ENDOWMENT 

FUND 

In Memory of Jerome Katz 

 –Trudy Katz 

DOROTHY & SIDNEY KRAMER 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In Memory of Fannie Kramer 

-Dorothy Kramer 

In Memory of Sidney Kramer 

-Dorothy Kramer 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In Memory of Mildred Beck 

-Susan Sidel 

In Memory of Judith Sharpe 

- Barbara & Bill Karetny 

LEONARD J. SHOLES 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In Memory of Judith Sharpe 

-Andrew G. Sholes 

In Memory of Nellie Sholes  

-Andrew G. Sholes 

DAVID A. SMOLLER 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In Memory of Mildred Beck 

-Susan & Michelle Smoller 

In Memory of Judith Sharpe  

-Susan & Michelle Smoller 

In Memory of Noa Yoskowitz 

-Lonna & Stan Picker 


